From the Director and Board Chair
Lab is an educator's dream. And our students' wonderful reality.
We are both so very thrilled to be working together this year knowing that our partnership will allow us each to offer perspectives that add to the whole of Lab in complementary ways. Robin is new to Lab and brings a passion for the Schools' mission and for the ways in which a global perspective can help extend that mission. John's ties to Lab span decades and the many roles that he has been so privileged to hold (student, parent, alumnus, board chair).
We share a belief that Lab is a magical place. We know that the magic happens when great teachers, talented students, and committed parents and alumni all come together to support the teaching and learning that unfold here every day, for every child.
It has been a year (really, several years) of intense change here at Lab, and that change will continue. It is hard to believe that Earl Shapiro Hall opened just a year ago. And while new beginnings are exciting, change can be challenging-especially within the context of historical continuity and success that the Laboratory Schools have experienced.
While Blaine renovation work moves apace, the construction of the Gordon Parks Arts Hall is already revealing the shape and scope of the magnificent space that will support fine arts, theater, music, photography, and film education for generations to come. We cannot begin to thank George Lucas and Mellody Hobson enough for their generous gift, which helped make this possible and, as importantly, their care and contributions to the thinking that will help these spaces bring the arts to life and our community together in meaningful ways.
All these new and refreshed spaces afford the opportunity to examine our own best practices and how they will inform our future learning. The ISACS Self-Study the Schools will undertake this year offers a great opportunity to learn more about Lab and ourselves. The accreditation process has the potential to enrich the efforts in which Lab is already engaged. At its best, with everyone contributing, accreditation offers us the opportunity to dig deep into what we do to see if it truly aligns with what we believe. This is a chance to measure ourselves against our own mission, and to dream and design for the future to ensure that "Lab Leads."
As we all work together to make the most of the tremendous potential that is before us, we know that our opportunities begin with a history, mission, culture, and diverse population that are so meaningfully intertwined.
We thank you for all you have done for Lab in the past, and we especially thank and honor David Magill for his 11 years of service and for ensuring that Lab was poised to make these transformative changes a reality. Parents' Association co-presidents 2013-2014
Robin

